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    Justin Trudeau,                         

   The ideals that Louis Riel fought for 
– ideals of inclusiveness and equality – 
are now the very same values on 
which we base our country's identity.  

The Friends of Louis Riel Society 

takes this opportunity, 132 years 

after Riel’s conviction, to call on 

Canadians to open up a new 

narrative on Louis Riel – Canada’s 

Indigenous (Métis) Father of 

Confederation. Long recognized in 

the Canadian Parliament for his 

contributions to the Canadian 

Confederation, and as the founder of 

the Province of Manitoba, Louis Riel 

remains a convicted felon, guilty of 

the capital crime of High Treason.  

  Tried in a colonial court, Louis Riel 

was denied a fair trial or appeal and 

on November 16, 1885 Louis Riel 

was hanged by the neck until dead. 

This brutal execution was 

“Canadian Justice” and remains 

Canada’s "great divide" – racial, 

religious and regional. Repression 

and recriminations followed. 

Reconciliation can never be 

complete until Louis Riel is 

exonerated and recognized as 

Canada's Indigenous (Métis) Father 

of Confederation. In December 2016 

Prime Minister Trudeau solemnly 

promised to “decolonize Canada.” 

This is highly significant with 

implications across society. 

Decolonization must start with 

righting the wrongs of the past. 

Could South Africa have 

decolonized and gone through truth 

and reconciliation without freeing 

Nelson Mandela? Likewise, Riel. 

    Chief Justice of Canada, 

Beverley Maclaughlin  

Riel stands as a leader not only of 
the Métis, but of all Canadians.  

                                                                                     

2017 has seen a commitment by the 

Canadian Government to enter into 

a new relationship with the First 

Nations, Métis and Innu. This new 

relationship is to be founded on 

the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous People and 

the historic 96 recommendations of 

the Residential School Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC).  

Inspired by the Prime Minister's 

own words, and those of the Chief 

Justice, today, after 132 years, we 

seek a Government sponsored 

Parliamentary Bill revoking all 6 

criminal charges of High Treason, 

fully exonerating Louis Riel, and, in 

recognition of Riel's "proper place in 

Canada's history," we seek justice 

and mercy for Louis Riel, and ask 

Prime Minister Trudeau to 

recognize Louis Riel as Canada's 

Indigenous (Métis) Father of 

Confederation.  

On this anniversary of Riel’s trial, 

Voice of the People will be reporting 

on Riel’s trial and the building of 

support to “remove the stain” upon 

the good name of Louis Riel. 

Please sign our petition. We have a 

vision of the reconciliation and 

exoneration of Louis Riel during 

Canada's Sesquicentennial year. 

Exonerate Louis Riel 
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Louis Riel, prophet of the new 

world and founder of the 

Canadian province of Manitoba, 

has challenged Canadian 

politics, history and religion 

since the early years of 

Confederation. In Canada’s most 

important and controversial 

state trial, Riel was found guilty 

of “high treason,” sentenced to 

hang and executed on November 

16, 1885. Was the execution of 

Riel the hanging of a traitor? Or 

the legal murder of a patriot and 

statesman? As reconciliation 

with Indigenous peoples is on 

the minds of many today, these 

are questions that must receive 

thoughtful answers.  
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Voice of the People was the 

newspaper published by William 

Henry Jackson (Honore Jaxon) 

secretary of the Settler’s Union, in 

Prince Albert, NWT, in 1883-84. 

https://you.leadnow.ca/petitions/exonerate-louis-riel-2

